
 Board of Light and Power (228-0311)  www.mblp.org 

Has two programs that are available internally (will probably not help with the high bills right now, but 

something to look at before next winter).   

Winter Protection Program (apply for in October) 

 Criteria 

o Must be 60 and over; 

o Receive help from Department of Human Services (DHS); or 

o Meet Federal poverty guidelines 

 Effective November 1 through March 31 of each year 

 Does not relieve the amount owed, prevents shut off – would be required to pay 7% of bill, but 

after March 31 would be responsible for whatever was not paid during the winter months. 

Budget Program (Enroll prior to July 1) 

 Criteria 

o Must have lived at address for 12 months or more 

o Have a zero balance on your electric account by the due date of your June bill 

 Enroll with BLP 

 Provides equalized payments 

 

Semco Energy (1-800-624-2019)  www.semcoenergygas.com 

Senior Winter Protection Program 

 Customer of record is at least 65 

 Eligible customers may receive increased protection from gas service shut off during the heating 

season 

Winter Protection Plan 

Each month of the heating season, qualified applicants will be required to pay 7 percent of their 

estimated annual heating bill, plus a portion of their arrears. After March 31, the payment amount will 

change. Winter Protection customers will pay their full monthly bill plus a portion of the balance 

remaining from the heating season. They may also choose to pay the remaining heating season balance 

or pre-enrollment balance and enroll in the Budget Billing Plan.  

http://www.mblp.org/
http://www.semcoenergygas.com/
http://www.semcoenergygas.com/Default.aspx?id=95&p=1&b=201


 You may qualify for the plan if you have a household income at or below 150 percent of poverty 

level, or 

 You are at least 65, or 

 You receive assistance from DHS (food stamps, SSI, or Medicaid) 

 

Household 

Size 
Maximum Income 

One $17,235 

Two $23,265 

Three $29,295 

Four $35,325 

 
Add $6,030 for each additional household member 

 

Budget Billing Program 

The Budget Billing program takes your energy costs and spreads them out over a 12-month period.  

 Your account must be up to date 

 You must enroll in May, June, or July 

Other Agencies that can help: 

 Department of Human Services, 234 West Baraga – 1st floor, Marquette  (906) 228-9691 

 St. Vincent de Paul, 2119 Presque Isle Avenue, Marquette  (906) 226-3721 – right now has two 

different grants that are available – one through Superior Watershed and the other through 

Michigan Energy Assistance Program (MEAP) 

o Superior Watershed (up to $400 for all utilities, except water) 

 Copy of utility bill 

 Proof of income 

 Answer one question on if you receive help from DHS 

o Michigan Energy Assistance Program (up to $2,000) 

 Must meet Federal poverty guidelines 

 Salvation Army, 1009 West Baraga Avenue, Marquette, (906) 226-2241, 

www.usc.salvationarmy.org/marquette  

 AMCAB (Alger – Marquette Community Action Board), 1125 Commerce Drive, Marquette,  

 (906) 228-6522, ext. 206,  www.amcabmqt.org  

 Child and Family Services, 706 Chippewa Square, Marquette (228-4050, Ext. 110 or 117) 

www.cfsup.org  

o When funds are available 

o Do not need to have children in household 

http://www.usc.salvationarmy.org/marquette
http://www.amcabmqt.org/
http://www.cfsup.org/


211  FREE 

Always available... anytime... day or 

night. 

2-1-1 connects people to resources, direction and 

guidance in finding community resources in one easy 

phone call. Just dial 211 today! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2014 Poverty Guidelines 

One Version of the [U.S.] Federal Poverty Measure 

[ Prior Poverty Guidelines and Federal Register References Since 1982 ] 

[ Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) ] 

[ Further Resources on Poverty Measurement, Poverty Lines, and Their History ] 

The following figures are the 2014 HHS poverty guidelines which are scheduled to be published 

in the Federal Register on January 22, 2014. (Additional information will be posted after the 

guidelines are published.) 

2014 POVERTY GUIDELINES FOR THE 48 

CONTIGUOUS STATES 

AND THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

Persons in family/household 
Poverty 

guideline 

For families/households with more than 8 

persons, add $4,060 for each additional 

person. 

1 $11,670 

2 15,730 

3 19,790 

4 23,850 

5 27,910 

6 31,970 

7 36,030 

8 40,090 

 The poverty guidelines apply to both aged and non-aged units.  The guidelines have never had 

an aged/non-aged distinction; only the Census Bureau (statistical) poverty thresholds have 

separate figures for aged and non-aged one-person and two-person units. 

Programs using the guidelines (or percentage multiples of the guidelines — for instance, 125 

percent or 185 percent of the guidelines) in determining eligibility include Head Start, the 

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), the National School Lunch Program, the 

Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program, and the Children’s Health Insurance 

Program.  Note that in general, cash public assistance programs (Temporary Assistance for 

http://aspe.hhs.gov/poverty/figures-fed-reg.shtml
http://aspe.hhs.gov/poverty/faq.shtml
http://aspe.hhs.gov/poverty/contacts.shtml


Needy Families and Supplemental Security Income) do NOT use the poverty guidelines in 

determining eligibility.  The Earned Income Tax Credit program also does NOT use the poverty 

guidelines to determine eligibility.  For a more detailed list of programs that do and don’t use 

the guidelines, see the Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs). 

The poverty guidelines (unlike the poverty thresholds) are designated by the year in which they 

are issued.  For instance, the guidelines issued in January 2014 are designated the 2014 

poverty guidelines.  However, the 2014 HHS poverty guidelines only reflect price changes 

through calendar year 2013; accordingly, they are approximately equal to the Census Bureau 

poverty thresholds for calendar year 2013.  (The 2013 thresholds are expected to be issued in 

final form in September 2014; a preliminary version of the 2013 thresholds is now available 

from the Census Bureau.) 

The poverty guidelines may be formally referenced as “the poverty guidelines updated 

periodically in the Federal Register by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services under 

the authority of 42 U.S.C. 9902(2).” 

 

 

 

 

http://aspe.hhs.gov/poverty/faq.shtml#programs

