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July 16, 2018 
 
A Joint meeting of the Chocolay Township Board of Trustees and Planning Commission was held 
on Monday, July 16, 2018 at the Chocolay Township Hall, 5010 U S 41 South, Marquette, MI.  
Supervisor Bohjanen called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.  
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.  
 
TOWNSHIP BOARD. 
PRESENT: Richard Bohjanen, Max Engle, Ben Zyburt, David Lynch, Don Rhein, Judy White, Mark 
Maki . 
ABSENT: None. 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION. 
PRESENT:  Tom Mahaney, Eric Meister, Donna Mullen-Campbell, Kendell Milton, Susan Maynard. 
ABSENT:  Andy Smith 
 
STAFF PRESENT: Jon Kangas, Suzanne Sundell, Dale Throenle, Scott Jennings, Brad Johnson, Lisa 
Perry. 
 
AGENDA ADDITIONS/DELETIONS. 
Maki moved to add item E. Discussion of multi-use overlay district to the agenda.  No support. 
MOTION FAILED. 
Zyburt moved Lynch seconded that the agenda be approved as presented. 
TOWNSHIP BOARD – AYES:  6        NAYS:  1 (Maki) 
Meister moved Mahaney seconded that the agenda be approved as presented. 
PLANNING COMMISSION – AYES:  5    NAYS:  0       
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Maki asked whether short term rentals were going to be included in the discussion of VI.D. 
Discussion of Ordinance Updates.  Manager Kangas stated that this would fall under VI.B. 
Discussion of Priorities for Remainder of 2018, as it is the number one priority on the list. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT. 
Scott Emerson, 119 Lakewood Lane – He read Chapter 7 of the Master Plan with the new zoning 
designations – he feels this is very forward thinking.  In regards to the Waterfront Residential, the 
Township needs to be careful going forward, as this is the highest property value residential area.  
Need to be careful not to degrade that by expanding agricultural activities on it.  Also need to be 
careful about unregulated short term rentals, which would classify as a commercial activity.  
These should be in the mixed use areas.  In regards to TEAM (ORV club), they have been saying 
they want to do a presentation for a few months – if they have something to present that hasn’t 
been rejected, they should do it.  He is opposed to any expanded use of residential streets and 
non-motorized trails.  Should try some muscle power sports on the Iron Ore Heritage Trail. 
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Deborah Mulcahey, 633 Lakewood Lane – her wish list for Chocolay Township is that the 
Township would provide transparency, accountability, and honesty.  We live in a zoning enabled 
community.  She feels that the agendas are not timely.  Would like to have the Township use 
money to promote the Firewise program, and deal with the issue of the brush drop off.  She 
would like there to be a brush deposit spot that would be open from early spring to fall.  She 
would also like the Planning Commission and Township Board to address short term rentals.  She 
also addressed the closure of MDOT’s stairwells.  The Township should be working with MDOT to 
secure funding to make these removable.  Whenever the Township creates a new ordinance or 
revise ordinances, they need to provide education to the public.  The July 4th garbage day was 
confusing – there should be better communication when the day changes.  Feels the Township 
needs to set up a schedule for the rest of the year.     
 
Peter Ollila, 633 Lakewood Lane – spoke on short term rentals – he is opposed to them in the 
waterfront residential district.  They need to be regulated.  If the Township is not going to 
regulate, need to abolish the zoning ordinance. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF CHOCOLAY BUSINESS OF THE YEAR FOR PRESENTATION AT HARVEY DAZE. 
Supervisor Bohjanen stated that this type of thing used to be a function of the Chocolay Area 
Business Association (CABA).  There are efforts at this time to revive CABA.  A resident of Chocolay 
Township spoke to the Township Board on the improvements that Lutey’s Heritage Motors had 
made to the property, and felt that they should be recognized.  He suggested that this should be 
an ongoing event – either by the Township Board or CABA. 
 
Lynch moved, White seconded to organize an annual program to recognize a business in the 
community for excellence in service and improvement to the community. 
TOWNSHIP BOARD – AYES:  7       NAYS:  0 
PLANNING COMMISSION – AYES:  5      NAYS:  0 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Dave Mowan spoke on the improvements and positive changes that are happening in the 
community.  Lutey’s will be at Harvey Daze for the presentation of the plaque.  
 
DISCUSSION OF PRIORITIES FOR THE REMAINDER OF 2018 
 
Supervisor Bohjanen suggested that there be a complaint form for short term rentals.  He also felt 
that if this is going to be at the top of the list there needs to be a good definition.  Also, if they are 
going to look at short term rentals, long term rentals needs to be part of the discussion.   
 
Commissioner Maynard feels there is a lot of community concern on short term rentals.  Feels 
there should be a separate ordinance, and maybe follow Acme Township’s lead. 
 
Planner Throenle read the beginning of the Acme Township ordinance on short term rentals, 
which was written in response to complaints.  To date, we have had no complaints on short term 
rentals on Lakewood Lane.  Trustee Maki commented that he feels there have been numerous 
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complaints, not only in Chocolay Township but in neighboring townships.  Trustee White 
suggested that the Planning Commission come up with a definition of short term rentals.  
Supervisor Bohjanen suggested that the Planning Commission amend Section 3.1 in the Zoning 
Ordinance, which is a statement that has opposite meanings in the same paragraph.  Clerk Engle 
felt that there needs to be a permitting process with both short term and long term rentals.   
 
Planning Commission Chair Mahaney stated that the subject needs to be put to rest.  No 
complaints seem to exist.  The Planning Commission asked for a list of points from the Township 
Board that they feel need to be included in the ordinance.  The Planning Commission would like 
this by their August meeting on August 20th, so they would need comments no later than noon on 
August 15th.  Supervisor Bohjanen stated that the next Township Board meeting is August 6th, so 
there should be no issue with getting the information to the Planning Commission.  Trustee Lynch 
asked for a clean copy of the document that the Township Board had turned down regarding 
short term rentals.  Commissioner Meister asked if these points will come as a consensus from the 
Township Board.  Supervisor Bohjanen stated it will. 
 
Maki moved to amend the Zoning Ordinance to include short term rentals in all zones except for 
the R-1 zones as a conditional use, and that Lakewood Lane be rezoned from WFR back to R-1.   
No Support 
MOTION FAILED 
 
Throenle asked if there are any more changes to the priorities listed for the Planning Commission.  
Manager Kangas stepped through the priority list, with #1 on short term rentals being in process, 
#2 being completed, #3 will need to be done before the end of the year, and #4 the Planning 
Commission will be working on Chapters 7 and 8.   
 
DISCUSSION OF RECREATION PLAN AND MASTER PLAN UPDATES 
 
The Planning Commission is in the process of updating the Recreation Plan and will be looking at 
Master Plan, focusing on Chapters 7 and 8. 
 
DISCUSSION OF ORDINANCE UPDATES 
 
Planning Commission Chair Mahaney commented that the Planning Commission had updated the 
Fireworks ordinance and the Noise ordinance.  Mahaney commented that it always seems like it 
should be a rather quick process, but it does take time to work through.  Mahaney thanked the 
Board for their support on those ordinances. 
 
Trustee White suggested that the Planning Commission revisit the Sign ordinance.   
 
Supervisor Bohjanen stated that there had been an ad hoc committee set up to review 
ordinances, not rewriting them, and then bringing them to the Planning Commission to look at.  
This committee met once.  They were informed that they were usurping the role of the Planning 
Commission, and that if they were to continue with this ad hoc committee, it would fall under the 
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rules of the Open Meetings Act.  There have been no other meetings.  He feels it would be a good 
idea for the Planning Commission to look at, not as a priority, but review over the course of time. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT. 
Laurie Krzymowski, 741 Lakewood Lane – was not pleased with the conflict during the meeting – 
felt it was a terrible representation of government.  She felt a priority should be to be civil. 
 
Peter Ollila, 633 Lakewood Lane – thanked the Board for passing an ordinance that worked.  He 
stated that the Board should never pass an ordinance that they are not willing to enforce. 
 
Stephanie Gencheff, 597 Lakewood Lane – she goes to a lot of the Board meetings, so she was 
surprised to hear that the rental dwellings language had been adopted – she thought that this had 
been excluded.  She feels there is a difference between long term and short term rentals.  Long 
term rentals have more of a vested interest in the community.  She wondered if when the police 
show up at a property if they ask if the person is the owner of the property.  On Lakewood Lane, 
there are corporations buying property for the sole purpose of short term rentals.  
 
Perry Laing, 625 Lakewood Lane – he finds it amazing and troubling that a few people feel they 
have the right to demand their will be forced on others.  The premise seems to be that short term 
rentals bring about irresponsible behavior.  Complaints do not seem to be exclusively for short 
term rentals, as with garbage left on the curb over the July 4th holiday.  These were not casual 
renters.  He feels there is more leverage to control short term rentals than long term rentals.  He 
also feels that landlords should either live onsite or in the area.  Property owners need to be held 
accountable.  He feels that there is a target on his back for having an opposing view as some of his 
neighbors. 
 
Mark Maki, 370 Karen Road – predicted that the Board would amend the ordinance to allow short 
term rentals, but they have done nothing yet.  First mistake was to rezone Lakewood Lane from 
R1 to WFR, and short term rentals should not be allowed in Residential.  The Master Plan that was 
adopted 3 years ago doesn’t seem to exist on the webpage.  He also feels the Planning 
Commission did not follow the plan on short term rentals or mixed use district.  Public ad didn’t 
reference short term rentals.  He brought up the issue of the sign at Lakenenland.  He also felt 
there was an illegal closed session. 
 
Sheila Laing, 625 Lakewood Lane – Lakewood Lane started as camps and small cottages.  It has 
evolved to a very eclectic community.  For many generations the camps have been rented out.  
Feels a select few have taken on issues, such as short term rentals, and have become the squeaky 
wheel, with trying to impose their own rules on the entire community.  This has become a time 
waster and created chaos.  She feels there need to be rules that make sense to the majority, and 
not the chosen few.  There will always be differences, but issues need to be identified by both 
sides.  The meetings have become chaotic and unproductive.  Suggested the Township send out a 
questionnaire – feels that the map is not correct.  She has talked with many on Lakewood Lane 
that felt pressured to sign the petition.  She is against commercial companies coming in. 
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Deborah Mulcahey, 633 Lakewood Lane – she addressed fireworks ordinance.  She stated she was 
one of the people that collected signatures on the petition, but never represented herself as 
being an employee of the Township.  She does not feel that anyone was pressured.  She has had 
some people thank her.  Short term rentals are about community.  She agrees the short term 
rental needs to be finished.  She feels the Planning Commission is paralyzed. 
 
Dale Throenle, Chocolay Township – would like to clear the record.  Trustee Maki has made 
accusations that are false.  Publication of legal ad in paper was a reference to multiple changes.  
There have been accusations of not responding to questions – this information has been emailed 
to his Township email address.  The accusations made are not accurate – he is not hiding 
anything. 
 
Trustee Maki asked Throenle for a hard copy of the information requested.   
 
Lynch moved, Zyburt seconded to adjourn the meeting. 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:26 pm. 
 
INFORMATIONAL REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS. 

 
A. Communication – Jennifer Engstrom – Iron Ore Heritage Trail Concerns, 07.09.18 
 

 
 
 
________________________    _________________________ 
Max Engle, Clerk     Richard Bohjanen, Supervisor 


