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May 14, 2018 
 
A Regular meeting of the Chocolay Township Board was held on Monday, May 14, 2018 at the 
Chocolay Township Hall, 5010 U S 41 South, Marquette, MI.  Supervisor Bohjanen called the 
meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.  
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.  
 
TOWNSHIP BOARD. 
PRESENT: Richard Bohjanen, Max Engle, David Lynch, Don Rhein, Mark Maki, Judy White. 
ABSENT: Ben Zyburt. 
 
STAFF PRESENT: Jon Kangas, Suzanne Sundell, Dale Throenle, Scott Jennings, Lisa Perry. 
 
MINUTES –APRIL 9, 2018 REGULAR MEETING. 
Lynch moved Rhein seconded to approve the minutes of the Regular meeting of April 9, 2018 as 
presented. 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
AGENDA ADDITIONS/DELETIONS. 
Manager Kangas indicated that due to the timeliness of permitting with the KBIC project, MDOT 
has indicated they have some requirements that were not known at the time of permitting.  This 
could be added under either New or Unfinished Business. 
 
Engle moved Lynch seconded that the addition to the agenda be added under Unfinished 
Business. 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT. 
Jennifer Bruggink, 673 Lakewood Lane – concerned about the first reading of the zoning changes, 
particularly the addition of rentals without qualification or description to all the zoning districts 
except Industrial.  Lives in a residential district and has both types of rentals next door.  She feels 
there is considerable difference.  She is concerned that if this change goes through the Board has 
exceeded its authority to regulate. 
 
Dan Trotochaud, 439 Lakewood Lane – would like to address the issue of recycling in Chocolay 
Township.  Lots of trash along Lakewood Lane as the containers used for recycling are usually very 
lightweight and things blow out of them.  Was wondering if the Township could require a regular 
recycling bin with a cover.   
 
Scott Emerson, 119 Lakewood Lane – respectfully asking the Board to reject all proposed 
ordinance language on rental dwellings.  He would also ask that the Board direct the Planning 
Commission to begin work on a more comprehensive ordinance specifically addressing short term 
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rentals.  Feels that there is a lack of full transparency.  The change lumps all rentals together.  
Marquette County Planning Commission was not in support of this change. 
 
William Ezo, 781 Lakewood Lane – concerned about short term rentals.  Communities are not able 
to enforce, and renters have no concern for their neighbors.  Residents do not deserve to have 
behavior that diminishes their quality of life.  Cited Madeira Beach as an example.  Much easier to 
prevent problems than to try to solve the problems later. 
 
Ruth Ziel, 734 Lakewood Lane – went online to look for changes that Chocolay Township was 
proposing for short term rentals.  Marquette Township has a list of things required for a short 
term rental (permit, fire code review, business license, etc.).  She would suggest Chocolay’s 
require a PERK test for septic.  She has utilized Airbnb and VRO in other areas, and those in the 
best repair are when there is the presence of a landlord.  Also have identifying information as a 
rental, with a contact number.  
 
June Rydholm, 221 Lakewood Lane – she spoke on this issue last year.  What happened to the 
petition.  Not in favor of short term rentals.  Feels that Chocolay is making a big mistake. 
 
Stephanie Gencheff, 597 Lakewood Lane – agrees with what has been said.  She contacted similar 
communities  to Chocolay Township (Acme Township and Garfield Township in the Traverse Bay 
area).  Both communities have enforced their Zoning Ordinance concerning short term rentals, 
and would be happy to share with our Township. 
 
Jude Catello, 119 Lakewood Lane – she is disturbed by the Zoning language change.  This is a very 
hot button issue.  She feels this should be pushed back to the Planning Commission – advertise 
clearly and go slowly. 
 
Sally May, 425 Lakewood Lane – she echoes what the others have said.  Urges the Board to 
tighten up the language so there are some conditions. 
 
Mark Maki, 370 Karen Road – concerned about the public notice, as it says nothing about short 
term rentals, just changes to the zoning ordinance – inadequate notice.  When the Planning 
Commission voted on this members were not present, with two of the members that were 
present being fairly new.  The Master Plan makes reference to short term rentals in residential 
areas.  Marquette County Planning Commission did not support. 
 
Amadeo Sturla, 685 Lakewood Lane – recently purchased a home that was used as a rental.  
During his cleanup of the property, and was able to tell what type of things went on there, and 
would not want his children around that.  Short term rentals need to be regulated. 
 
Deborah Mulcahey, 633 Lakewood Lane – agrees with everything that has been said in regard to 
the opposition.  Public notice was unclear on what was being discussed – no mention of short 
term rentals.  She raised the issue of safety, especially with fires – high risk area, no dry hydrants, 
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dune grass, jack pine.  The residents do not want commercial development, and short term 
rentals are commercial.  Follow the Master Plan. 
 
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE. 
White moved Rhein seconded that bills totaling $8,960.57 including checks numbered  
22429-22458 and bills totaling $56,163.60 including checks numbered 22459-22497 are approved 
for payment.  
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
PAYROLL. 
White moved Lynch seconded that payroll for April 5, 2018 for $42,349.21 including checks 
numbered 24655-24695 and 10634-10639 and ACH payments for Federal tax, State tax and MERS 
and April 19, 2018 for $38,808.14 including checks numbered 24696-24733 and 10640-10645 and 
ACH payments for Federal tax, State tax and MERS and special payrolls for April 20, 2018 for 
$3,654.24, including checks 24734 and 10646 and ACH payments for Federal tax, State tax and 
MERS, and special payroll for April 23, 2018 for $8,837.09 including checks numbered 24735 and 
10647 are approved for payment. 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
FINANCIAL REPORT – MARCH 2018. 
Lynch moved Rhein seconded to approve the March Financial Report. 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT AND FUND WITHDRAWAL AND DEPOSIT REPORT. 
Engle moved White seconded to accept the Treasurer’s report.  
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Rhein moved Lynch seconded to accept the fund withdrawal and deposit report. 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
PRESENTATION - LAKESTATE INDUSTRIES. 
Andrea Walsh, Director of Development – Lakestate Industries is a vocational training and job 
development for adults with disabilities.  Lots of changes will be taking place with an 
organizational transformation called Employment First, which is a push for more training and jobs 
in the community. They will also be implementing community living supports.  In order to achieve 
these objectives, they will need money.   She is requesting Chocolay Township support and act as 
a pass-through agency for KBIC 2% money, in  exchange for some type of community service. 
 
Mike Grentz, Anderson Tachman - concern with pass-through monies, it still needs to be a legal 
Township expenditure with a benefit to the Township.  Would need to look at details, and all 
requests are different. 
 
Trustee Lynch suggested there be additional information to make sure it is legal before agreeing 
to act as a pass-through. 
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PRESENTATION - SPECIAL EVENT REQUEST FOR SILVER CREEK RECREATION AREA 
 
Rita Savola, General Manager of America’s Best Value Inn, M-28 and Cody Marki, Assistant 
Manager of America’s Best Value Inn and lives at 1010 East M-28.   
 
They made a special request to the Board on a celebration called “Harvey Dayz” that they would 
like to have this summer.  Cody grew up in the Harvey area at the time this type of celebration 
existed in Harvey, and they are looking to bring this back to the area.  After looking at several 
options, it was felt that Silver Creek Recreation area would be the best location.  The day would 
include things such as fat tire bikes, disc golf, a car show, bounce houses, music, food vendors, 
display Chocolay police and fire vehicles.  The hotel would cover the insurance for the event.  No 
date has been set at this time.   
 
Dale Throenle, Planning Director went over the logistics of how things would be set up at Silver 
Creek, and also looking at the parking situation for overflow.  No admission would be charged.    
 
Lynch moved White seconded to endorse the special event plan. 
MOTION CARRIED  
 
Trustee Maki would like to see a final layout once the plan is done. 
 
PRESENTATION – 2017 AUDIT 
Mike Grentz from Anderson Tachman and Company PLC presented the FY2017 audit.   He 
indicated that this was an unmodified audit.  The change in net position was $550,000 (with 
$142,000 from enterprise funds and the rest from governmental funds) and the total net positon 
on the whole is 9.7 million.  The net pension liability – most communities have a liability for their 
pension, but we have benefit for the plan of about $74,000.  The Township exceeded budgeted 
revenues and kept expenses below what was budgeted.  We did not find any material weaknesses 
or significant deficiencies with internal control.  According to auditing standards we do have to 
report to the State 2017-001 Assist in preparing financial statements and footnotes.  There were 
no other significant issues.  
 
Lynch moved Engle seconded to accept the 2017 audit report. 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
APPOINTMENTS / RESIGNATIONS – NONE. 
 
SUPERVISOR’S REPORT – PROCLAMATION OF NATIONAL BEACH SAFETY WEEK 
The Board has received a request from the Fire Department to proclaim the week of May 21-28, 
2018 as National Beach Safety Week. 
 
Lynch moved Rhein seconded to proclaim the week of May 21-28, 2018 as National Beach Safety 
Week. 
MOTION CARRIED. 
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KBIC SEWER PROJECT 
Manager Kangas explained that plans for permitting had been submitted to all the agencies.  
MDOT responded with comments regarding lift stations in the right-of-way.  When official 
response was received, MDOT had recommended placing the lift stations out of the right-of-way, 
or as far away from roadway as possible.  MDOT requires as a condition that if the lift stations 
would need to be moved at a later date, the expense would be the Townships. 
 
There was discussion of current rate structure, and the ability to cover maintenance and future 
capital improvements. 
 
Lynch moved, White seconded, to direct the Township to send a letter to MDOT agreeing that, as 
with most public utilities, the cost of relocation of those in case of road construction would be 
borne by the owner of the utility. 
AYES:  5 
NAYS:  1 (Maki) 
ABSENT:  Zyburt 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
FIRST READING OF PROPOSED ZONING ORDINANCE UPDATES. 
Dale Throenle, Planning Director / Zoning Administrator, went through a lengthy discussion / 
timeline of rental units beginning in 2006.  Throenle also explained how the language for the 
proposed zoning ordinance updates have been presented in the packet. 
 
After much discussion by the Board, there was agreement that the language for short term rentals 
needs more work.  
 
Maki moved, that the short term rental issue be separated from the ordinance changes, that the 
short term rental issue be rejected, and that at some future date the Board gives the Planning 
Commission specific direction. 
NO SUPPORT 
MOTION FAILED 
 
Lynch moved, Engle seconded, that the Township Board approve all language changes in the 
proposed zoning ordinance language updates, with exception of anything relating to the rental 
issue, and send that back to the Planning Commission for further clarification and strengthening 
to allow the Township to have better control. 
AYES: 5 
NAYS: 1 (Maki) 
ABSENT:  Zyburt 
MOTION CARRIED. 
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PROPOSED MERS HCSP AGREEMENT 
Maki moved, Rhein seconded to approve the MERS Health Care Savings Program Participation 
Agreement for the group title “Patrolman”.  
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
PROPOSED AMERICAN TOWER LEASE OPTIONS. 
Lynch moved, White seconded, that the Township Board accept the one-time signing bonus of 
$3,750.00 in exchange for an additional five (5) years beyond the current expiration date and 
options to renew for seven (7) additional five (5) year terms.  This recommendation assumes all 
rental payments and escalations remain in full force according to the current lease terms and 
through the expiration of the extended term, and all revisions to the current lease agreement are 
approved by the Township Attorney.  In addition, the Township Supervisor and Clerk are 
authorized to execute the revised lease agreement. 
ROLL CALL. 
AYES: Maki, Rhein, White, Lynch, Engle, Bohjanen. 
NAYS: None. 
ABSENT:  Zyburt 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
PROPOSED POLICY UPDATE FOR RECORDING OF MEETINGS. 
Maki moved that the recordings for all Boards and Commissions meetings be posted on the 
website, kept for one year, and then deleted. 
NO SUPPORT 
MOTION FAILED 
 
White moved, Lynch seconded, that the recordings for all Boards and Commissions meetings be 
posted on the website, then upon approval of the minutes they will be removed from the website 
and be deleted from the server. 
AYES:  5 
NAYS:  1 (Maki) 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Trustee Maki indicated that the reason for the recordings was to have something to go back on if 
there was a question on minutes.  Clerk Engle stated that once the minutes are approved, that 
becomes the official record. 
 
PROPOSED CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT EXPENDITURES FOR POLICE DEPARTMENT TRAINING. 
White moved, Rhein seconded, to expend $675 for the NMU Public Safety Institute for year 2018.  
This would come from the Capital Improvement Police Training Fund, 401.306.957. 
ROLL CALL. 
AYES: Maki, Rhein, White, Lynch, Engle, Bohjanen. 
NAYS: None. 
ABSENT:  Zyburt 
MOTION CARRIED. 
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PUBLIC COMMENT. 
Scott Emerson, 119 Lakewood Lane – he would strongly advise that we take a look at short term 
rental ordinances in Acme Township.  The Township needs to get ready and needs to learn from 
others.  He also felt that the legal ads were very obscure – need to be very definite with these ads.  
He loves the community and liked the idea of Chocolay Days. 
 
Mark Maki, 370 Karen Road – feels the ad was clearly improper.  Ads used to be in the classified 
section, now they are in the legal section.   
 
Stephanie Gencheff, 597 Lakewood Lane – if the Board really wants to know what the people 
think, it should be put on a ballot.  She feels there are complaints about short term rentals, but 
there is no documentation.  On the issue of enforcement, she cited how Garfield Township in the 
Traverse Bay area handle this. 
 
Deborah Mulcahey, 633 Lakewood Lane – thanked the Board for sending the short term rental 
language back to the Planning Commission, but wishes they would have given a little more 
guidance on how to proceed.  She then read an excerpt from J. Thum’s letter of 2011.  WFR has a 
lot of property, and that is why they asked the Board to remove from short term rentals.  She had 
talked with Police Department – no names documented on police calls.   
 
Perry Laing, 625 Lakewood Lane – feels the discussion is not about short term rentals, but about 
the enforcement of short term rentals. 
 
Ruth Ziel, 734 Lakewood Lane - she feels there are ways to deal with short term rentals, such as a 
permitting process.  She feels that the statement that there are no issues / complaints is not true 
– it’s just that there isn’t ongoing mayhem when the police arrive. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:08 pm. 
 
INFORMATIONAL REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS. 

A. Minutes – Chocolay Township Planning Commission, Regular Meeting of April 19th, 
2018, Draft. 
 

B. Minutes – US 41 Corridor Group, Regular Meetings of February 13th, 2018, March 13th, 
2018, and April 10th, 2018. 
 

C. Minutes – Marquette Area Wastewater Treatment Facility Advisory Board, Regular 
Meeting of March 15th, 2018. 

 
D. Minutes – Marquette County Township Association, Regular Meeting of March 20th, 

2018. 
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E. Minutes – Marquette County Solid Waste Management Authority, Regular Meeting of 
April 18th, 2018, Draft; Stockholders Meeting of April 18th, 2018, Draft and Special 
Meeting of April 26th, 2018, Draft. 

 
F. Notice of Special Meeting, Marquette County Solid Waste Management Authority, 

May 30th, 2018. 
 
G. Notice of Tipping Fees Increase, Marquette County Solid Waste Management 

Authority, April 27th, 2018, effective July 1st, 2018.. 
 
H. Notice of Construction Project(s), Marquette County Solid Waste Management 

Authority, May 4th, 2018. 
 

I. Correspondence – P. Ollila – Zoning Ordinance Changes. 
 

J. Correspondence – D. Mulcahey – Zoning Ordinance Changes. 
 
 
 
________________________    _________________________ 
Max Engle, Clerk     Richard Bohjanen, Supervisor 


