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February 18, 2019 
 
A Joint meeting of the Chocolay Township Board of Trustees and Planning Commission was held 
on Monday, February 18, 2019 at the Chocolay Township Hall, 5010 U S 41 South, Marquette, MI.  
In the absence of Supervisor Bohjanen, the meeting was called to order by Clerk Max Engle at 
5:30 pm.  Appointment of Chair for the meeting was first order of discussion. 
 
White moved, Lynch seconded that Clerk Engle be appointed chair. 
MOTION CARRIED  
 
TOWNSHIP BOARD. 
PRESENT: Ben Zyburt, Max Engle, David Lynch, Don Rhein, Judy White, Mark Maki. 
ABSENT: Richard Bohjanen (excused) 
 
Planning Commission Chair, Tom Mahaney, called the meeting of the Planning Commission for the 
Joint Meeting to order at 5:35 pm. 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION. 
PRESENT:  Tom Mahaney, Susan Maynard, Donna Mullen-Campbell, Cory Bushong, Don Rhein, 
Kendell Milton, Ryan Soucy 
 
STAFF PRESENT: Jon Kangas, Suzanne Sundell, Dale Throenle 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA. 
Zyburt moved, Rhein seconded that the agenda be approved as presented. 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Stephanie Gencheff, 597 Lakewood Lane – had questions concerning the zoning maps that were 
presented in the February 11, 2019 Board packet, as the maps show the future rezoning of the 
residential along M-28 (north and south sides) to mixed-use residential.  Voted down last summer 
– does not think it can be brought before the Board without proper notification.  Seems to be a 
disconnect between the Master Plan and the residents of Chocolay Township.   
 
Brian Miller, 217 Judy Street – addressed the quarterly to monthly billing on the sewer bills.  He 
feels this does not make any sense – more cost overall.  Spoke on vacation and pay raises for the 
Township Manager and all employees - doesn’t see why anyone working at the Township should 
be receiving pay raises.  Feels the Township should be proactive instead of reactive.  Questioned 
the retirement plan and how the Township was handling their investments. 
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Mark Maki, Trustee – addressed some of Miller’s concerns.  Also asked questions of S. Gencheff 
regarding the maps – current zoning map and the proposed zoning map (which was voted down 
last summer).  She was questioning what is being voted on. 
 
Dale Throenle, Staff – Planning Director Throenle indicated that the maps were not part of the 
discussion – the only portion that was discussed was the property on the corner of Kawbawgam 
and M-28.  He explained they were in the packet for reference purposes only. 
 
Public comment closed at 5:46 pm. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING – NONE 
 
PRESENTATIONS – NONE 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS – NONE 
 
DISCUSSION OF PLANNING COMMISSION PRIORITIES FOR 2019 / 2020. 
Throenle introduced the priorities to the Board – this is the same list that was brought before the 
Board at regular meeting of the Board on February 11.   
 
Trustee Maki questioned the status and strategy of the language for short term rental.  Planning 
Commission Chair Mahaney indicated there have been several meetings regarding this, and there 
is language that will be brought before the Planning Commission at their meeting following the 
Joint Meeting.  Commissioner Maynard indicated the changes made reference to all rentals 
without distinction between short term and long term rentals.  Throenle described the process of 
registration of a rental.  He indicated there would also be a list of rules and regulations that would 
be distributed to renters.  This would be a yearly registration. 
 
Trustee White asked about the review and update of the Master Plan, and when this was due.  
Throenle indicated that the update is required in 2020.   
 
Clerk Engle asked about the Recreation Plan due date – Manager Kangas indicated that the 
Recreation Plan is being worked on.  This would need to be done before we are eligible to apply 
for DNR grants (none are anticipated this year).   
 
Trustee Maki questioned the update of the Township Zoning Ordinance – wondered what the 
problems were.  Throenle indicated that an example would be some of the footnotes that are 
buried in the Ordinance.   
 
Trustee Maki questioned the priority for addressing non-conformities regarding properties in the 
Agricultural / Forestry district.  Throenle indicated this would be focusing on minimum lot sizes, 
and what makes sense in the long term for the Township.   
 



 

3 
 

Planning Commission Chair Mahaney indicated that the Planning Commission had input in putting 
together the list and establishing what they felt were the priorities for the Township. 
 
Trustee Maki also voiced concern on re-zonings in the Kawbawgam area. 
 
Zyburt moved, Lynch seconded that the priorities for the Planning Commission be forwarded to 
the Planning Commission as written as the recommended Planning Commission priorities for the 
2019 through 2020 calendar year. 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT – NONE. 
 
Brian Miller, 217 Judy Street – feels growth is good to a point.  How much is too much?   
 
Stephanie Gencheff, 597 Lakewood Lane – brought up the rezoning of the parcels that was on the 
agenda for the February 11 Board meeting.  She is confused about what is proposed to be 
rezoned along M-28.  Planning Director Throenle indicated he would clarify this after the meeting 
with the resident.    
 
Zyburt moved Lynch seconded to adjourn the meeting. 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:46 pm. 
 
 
 
 

 

 
________________________    _________________________ 
Max Engle, Clerk     Richard Bohjanen, Supervisor 


